
Category Exemplary - 5 Solid Work – 4 Mediocre – 3 Barely 

Acceptable – 2 

 

Unacceptable - 

1 

Attention 

Grabbing 

Opener and 

Introduction 

of Controlling 

Idea 

The introduction has a 

strong and broad 
opener that is 

indirectly connected to 

the topic. 

 

Then it lays out a 

complex conflict 

before you introduce 

your thesis.    

 

The introduction has 

an interesting opener 
that is indirectly 

connected to the topic. 

 

Then it lays out a 

simple conflict before 

you introduce your 

thesis.    

The introduction has a 

dull opener that 
vaguely connects to 

the topic.  

 

Then it lays out a 

vague conflict before 

you introduce your 

thesis.     

The introduction 

has a cliché opener 
that vaguely 

connects to the 

topic.  

 

Then it jumps 

straight to your 

texts.  

You started your 

essay “in medias 
res” and jumped 

straight to your 

thesis.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thesis 

Statement 

The thesis statement is 

clear, focused but also 

nuanced in a way to 

make the topic your 
own. In addition, it 

presents a clear guide 

to where your thoughts 

will travel throughout 

your essay. 

The thesis statement is 

clear but lacks that 

nuance that 

complicates the essay 
topic OR only 

somewhat presents a 

clear guide to where 

your thoughts will 

travel throughout your 

essay. 

The thesis statement 

needs clearer 

development so the 

reader is aware of 
what you wish to 

accomplish and how 

you are going to go 

about accomplishing 

it. 

The thesis 

statement is so 

vague and buried in 

summary that the 
reader is unaware of 

what you wish to 

accomplish. 

Inability to form an 

opinion suggests 

you need to reread 

the texts 

Understanding 

of the 

Literature and 

Topic 

Writing shows 

unusual, thought 

provoking insight and 

understanding through 

your relevant summary 

(You have taught the 
teacher!)  

Writing shows a clear 

understanding of the 

topic from the first to 

the last sentence 

through your relevant 

summary 

Writing shows 

adequate 

understanding of the 

topic BUT only 

occasionally provides 

insight into the topic 
with summary that is 

inconsistently relevant 

Writing shows little 

or no understanding 

of the topic and 

only offers broad 

generalizations, 

obvious 
observations, or 

oversimplified 

conclusions. 

 

Poor reading 

comprehension of 

the text suggests 

you need to reread 

your texts  

Sentence 

Structure and 

Diction 

Sentences exhibit an 

eloquent writing style.  

 

Word choice presents 

a fresh voice that uses 

a collegiate vocabulary 

without sounding 

pretentious. 

Most sentences are 

well constructed with 

successful attempts at 

varied sentence 

structure.  

 

Word choice is good 

with a consistent voice 
that uses a collegiate 

vocabulary. 

 

Most sentences are 

well constructed but 

there are too few 

successful attempts at 

varied structure.  

 

Word choice is vague 

with an inconsistent 
voice with 

unsuccessful attempts 

at using a collegiate 

vocabulary. 

Most sentences are 

not well constructed 

and there is no 

variation in 

structure 

 

Word choice is 

simple with a 
middle school 

voice. 

 

Poor writing skills 

suggest you may 

need to be to get 

one-on-one 

tutoring 

 

 

Presentation 

 

 

 

 

Author makes no 

errors in grammar or 

spelling that distracts 

the reader from the 

content. 

 

Presentation follows 

all of the requirements 

on the Aesthetic 
Checklist. 

Author makes 1-2 

errors in grammar or 

spelling that distracts 

the reader from the 

content. 

 

Presentation follows 

almost all of the 

requirements on the 
Aesthetic Checklist. 

Author makes 3-4 

errors in grammar or 

spelling that distracts 

the reader from the 

content. 

 

Presentation follows 

some of the 

requirements on the 
Aesthetic Checklist. 

Author makes more 

than 4 errors in 

grammar or spelling 

that distracts the 

reader from the 

content. 

 

Presentation 

follows few of the 
requirements on the 

Aesthetic Checklist. 

 

Sentence-level 

errors impede 

meaning, failure to 

proofread, or 

serious errors in 

citation 

conventions. 

 

Presentation 
follows none of the 

requirements on 

the Aesthetic 

Checklist. 

 


