
Category Exemplary - 5 Solid Work – 4 Mediocre – 3 Barely 

Acceptable – 2 

Unacceptable – 

1 

 

Work with the 

assigned Text(s) 

The entirety of the 
body employs direct 

evidence from the 

text(s) that is 

preceded by relevant 

context and followed 

by insightful analysis 

that justifies your 

topic sentences and, 

consequently, your 

thesis. 

Summary or 
paraphrasing becomes 

a little too present for 

comfort but most of 

your topic sentences 

are justified through 

direct evidence from 

the text(s) that is 

preceded by relevant 

context and followed 

by insightful analysis. 

 

Summary dominates 
the body OR 

effective quotation of 

the text(s) provides 

relevant and specific 

insights into some of 

your topic sentences 

and, consequently, 

your thesis. 

Almost entirely 
summary; 

instances of 

effective quotation 

are fleeting and/or 

irrelevant to the 

thesis you laid out. 

Inability to use 
evidence to 

support your 

opinions produces 

a book report 

which belongs in 

middle school 

(you may need to 

reread the texts)  

 

Organization Arguments and 
support are provided 

in a clear, fluid, and 

logical order that uses 

topic sentences as a 

guidepost for the 

reader to follow your 

train of thought 

 

A variety of 

thoughtful transitions 

clearly show how all 

ideas within 
paragraphs are 

connected.   

Arguments and 
support are provided 

in a fairly logical 

order that uses most 

topic sentences as a 

guidepost for the 

reader to follow your 

train of thought 

 

Transitions show how 

most ideas within 

paragraphs are 

connected with some 
variety. 

A few of the 
supporting details or 

arguments are not in 

an expected or logical 

order. Topic 

sentences 

inconsistently guide 

the reader through the 

ideas of your essay. 

 

Transitions show how 

some ideas within 

paragraphs are 
connected but there is 

little variety. 

Many of the 
supporting details 

or arguments are 

not in an expected 

or logical order. 

Topic sentences 

are only 

summarizing 

events in the 

text(s). 

 

There are only 

vague connections 
between the ideas 

within the 

paragraphs. 

 

Poor 
organizational 

logic suggests you 

may need to 

reread the texts. 

 

There is no 

connection 

between 

paragraphs. 

Understanding of 

the Literature and 

Topic 

Writing shows 

unusual, thought 

provoking insight and 

understanding (You 

have taught the 

teacher!)  

Writing shows a clear 

understanding of the 

text(s)/topic from the 

first to the last 

sentence of your 

essay. 

Writing shows 

adequate 

understanding of the 

text(s)/topic BUT 

only occasionally 

provides specific 

insights into the 

text(s)/topic 

Writing shows 

little or no 

understanding of 

the text(s)/topic 

and only offers 

broad 

generalizations, 

obvious 
observations, or 

oversimplified 

conclusions. 

 

Poor reading 

comprehension of 

the text suggests 

you may need to 

to reread the texts.  

Sentence 

Structure and 

Diction 

Sentences exhibit an 

eloquent writing style.  

 

Word choice presents 

a fresh voice that uses 

a collegiate 

vocabulary without 

sounding pretentious. 

Most sentences are 

well constructed with 

successful attempts at 

varied sentence 

structure.  

 

Word choice is good 

with a consistent 
voice that uses a 

collegiate vocabulary. 

 

Most sentences are 

well constructed but 

there are too few 

successful attempts at 

varied structure.  

 

Word choice is vague 

with an inconsistent 
voice with 

unsuccessful attempts 

at using a collegiate 

vocabulary. 

Most sentences are 

not well 

constructed and 

there is no 

variation in 

structure 

 

Word choice is 
simple with an 

underclassman 

voice. 

 

Poor writing skills 

suggest you may 

need to be to get 

one-on-one 

tutoring 

 

 

Presentation 

 

 

 

 

Author makes no 

errors in grammar, 

spelling, or citation 

that distracts the 

reader from the 

content. 

Author makes 1-2 

errors in grammar, 

spelling, or citation 

that distracts the 

reader from the 

content. 

Author makes 3-4 

errors in grammar, 

spelling, or citation 

that distracts the 

reader from the 

content. 

Author makes 

more than 4 errors 

in grammar, 

spelling, or citation 

that distracts the 

reader from the 

content. 

Sentence-level 

errors impede 

meaning, failure 

to proofread, or 

serious errors in 

grammar, spelling, 

or citation. 

 


