
Name:           Date: 

Period:           Teacher: 

 

Your Task: 

Read, annotate, and then respond to the following Comprehension Questions on Lisa Belkin’s essay: 

“The Made-to-Order Savior” 

1. In “Made-to-Order Savior”, Lisa Belkin describes medical technology that enables parents who are 

desperate to conceive a child genetically configured to be a bone marrow donor for another child. She 

cites critics who question the right of these parents to “manipulate nature” but also provides harrowing 

details of how Lisa Nash and Laurie Strongin feel “naturally” compelled to extend their children’s lives.  

Find evidence that illustrates Belkin’s attitude whether or not to let nature take its course. 

 

Writing TIP:  Make sure to include at least one quotation in your response.  Make sure you 

address the question completely. 

 

2. Say you were in Lisa Nash and Laurie Strongin’s situation where you had a deathly ill child who could be 

saved by conceiving another child genetically configured to be a perfect bone marrow match. But after 

three months in the womb, the fetus began struggling and doctors tell you there is a 75% chance is won’t 

survive. Aborting the fetus would give you the best chance of saving your ill child, but the fetus will die. 

Would you abort? Why or why not?  

 

Guidelines: 

Be sure to… 

 Provide a Claim that clearly addresses the prompt and provides an arguable position. 

 Only use specific, relevant summary that is embedded with your evidence to indirectly demonstrate 

its relevance to your claim. 

 Pick Evidence that is effectively concise, altered to be grammatically correct and cited in MLA format. 

 Provide Analysis that provides a clear insight into what is in the evidence you chose and nothing else; 

highlighting an inference, consequence, or implication that aids the reader in indirectly understanding 

why your evidence in effective. 

 Justify your analysis with a clear understanding of how your analysis supports your equally clear claim. 

 

 


